East Coast becomes a Regional Business Partner
New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) and the Foundation for Research, Science and Technology (TechNZ) have appointed East Coast Regional Business Partners, to their new network of 14 regional business partners. The Gisborne Chamber of Commerce will deliver these services in the East Coast in partnership with: 
· Gisborne District Council
· Employers and Manufacturers Association
· Te Runanga o Ngati Porou
· Te Runanga o Turanganui a Kiwa
As a NZTE-TechNZ Regional Partner we will work with businesses to support business growth and innovation in the East Coast. The emphasis of the government business assistance is to target those businesses committed to improving their own success and growth prospects. We will also be identifying businesses in the East Coast that are likely to be eligible for more intensive support from NZTE and the Foundation.
As the first point of contact for businesses seeking government assistance, we can support you with:
· Assessing  your business  – to direct your business to appropriate information, advice and support.
· Issuing NZTE Capability Development Vouchers –to eligible business owners to address management capability building services and training.
· Research and development (R&D) funding via the Foundation’s TechNZ programme of funds and services.
As a first step, we will take your business through a free assessment process. This process will include a capability assessment that will inform the development of an action plan to build your business capability.
Your business may then be eligible to receive a Capability Development Service voucher. This entitles you to a contribution of up to 50% towards the cost of management Capability Development Services that meet the development needs of your business. Particular areas of capability development include:
· business planning
· marketing strategies
· finance
· business systems
· governance
· managing resources
· exporting
· sustainability and, 
· lean manufacturing/business operations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will also discuss research and development funding and advice and TechNZ services if appropriate for your business. TechNZ invests millions of dollars on behalf of the New Zealand Government into companies to develop new technologies and build capability to carry out leading edge research and development. This investment helps New Zealand businesses accelerate their business growth and shorten the time it takes to get new products and services to export markets. We will work with you to make and manage research and development investments from the TechNZ business programme.
For more information, or to speak with the Regional Business Partner, please call Katie Kay on 06 863 0384 or 021 816 760 or email: katie.kay@gisborne.org.nz
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