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Submission on the Siteing of the District Council's Waste Water Treatment Plant
 

1. The Gisborne Chamber of Commerce (GCC) welcomes this opportunity to submit on the above.
 

2. The GCC notes the Council has initiated a brief but high profile feedback process on what is an emotional issue. In seeking such a public response through and with a high publicity campaign Council needs to carefully assess the reasoning for each response. It could be that many of those who do respond may give less weighting to fiscal impacts; in fact many respondents may not actually even be ratepayers.
 


The GCC points out that Council is bound to take notice of the reasoning of 
the responses compared to just the weight of responses.
 

3. As a first choice, the GCC supports the siteing of the plant in the Industrial Subdivision. Its reasons are based on two points.
· Although more expensive than the exisiting Stanley Road site the GCC believes it is important to take a longer term view. It sees this as an opportunity to clear the exisitng site which has a high amenity and recreational value. This value will continue to increase in the years ahead.
 

· The Aerodrome site is too expensive and there appears to be no evidence that there will be any adverse enviromental effects from siting in the Industrial Subdivision.
4. The GCC points out that recent global economic events have changed the landscape for undertaking capital infrastructure improvements. The availability of capital has already and will continue to be limited and thus, it will likely become more expensive. Evidence also suggests that many ratepayers will also find times becoming harder in the medium term. While some may see the Aerodrome Road site as preferable the GCC urges Council to be prudent and take notice of the warnings from so many that t the next ten years may not be so bouyant as the last ten.
 

5. With such economic constraints looming and very probable, it becomes even more important that Council is more pragmatic and innovative when seeking to cover the capital cost of the waste water upgrade. Council has about $1.4 billion of assets and only some $74 million in income; and ECT another $25 million in assets. Many of Council's commercial assets are not providing an economic rate. This is the time to realise some of these assets and re-employ the capital to cover the upgrade. 
 


The International Monetary Fund had this to say "The world economy is 
entering a major downturn (thanks to) the most dangerous shock in mature 
financial markets since the 1930's". With this background the GCC is adamant 
that this is no time to burden ratepayers with any more new debt. The Waste 
Water upgrade must be financed completely by the re-employment of 
capital and especially from non-performing asset sales.  
 

6. As already stated to Council the GCC is willing to support the Council should it need to reapply to the Enviroment Court for a revised consent. This support is qualified subject to the exact content of the re-application.
 

         

On behalf of The Gisborne Chamber of Commerce Inc

………………………………………………………..  

Simon Cave

Executive Member
b-heard Committee
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